Introduction
Our knowledge of the oribatid fauna of Australia is fragmentary. Hammer and Wallwork (1979) remarked that high endemism of the New Zealand fauna indicated it was comparatively isolated, "although it must be stressed that the oribatid fauna of Australia is virtually unknown and there may be, as yet, undetected relationships here." Over thirty years on, well over half the genera listed by Hammer and Wallwork (1979) considered endemic to New Zealand have been recorded from Australia, mainly due to a marked increase in research on the Australian oribatid fauna since the 1980s. Nevertheless, there are still large gaps in taxonomic coverage (Colloff & Halliday, 1998 Balogh & Balogh (1992) point out that they consider it unfair that Hammer lose authorship of the genera she described between 1961 and 1973 because she did not designate type species, and that 'an application is in the process of being submitted to ICZN to recognise the original author of these genera. In the hope that the petition will be acknowledged, Hammer is considered as author in this work.' No record of any such application appears in the Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature. Colloff & Halliday (1998) followed Balogh & Balogh (1992) in recognizing Hammer's authorship. Herein, I follow Casanueva & Norton (1997) in the attribution of Novonothrus Balogh, 1972 as technically correct.
Mahunka (1986) established the monotypic genus Trichonothrus for T. austroafricanus from the Western Cape, South Africa, based on a comparison with Novonothrus, and characterised as lacking a rostral notch, with greater neotrichy of the epimeres and three claws rather than one. Palmer & Norton (1991) recorded this species from South Africa and confirmed it and Novonothrus as sexual.
The purpose of the present paper is to describe new species of Novonothrus and Trichonothrus from rain forest and wet sclerophyllous forest in south-eastern Australia, to re-define these genera in the light of descriptions of new species since the genera were first proposed, and to provide supplementary descriptions of Novonothrus flagellatus Hammer, 1966 and Trichthonius austroafricanus Mahunka, 1986 .
Material and methods
Some of the species descriptions in this paper are based in part on material taken from the collection of bulk Berlese funnel extractions of invertebrates from soil, moss or leaf litter, accumulated since 1967, housed in the Australian National Insect Collection, CSIRO Ecosystem Sciences, Canberra. All specimens were placed in a cavity slide and macerated in lactic acid (70% aqueous) in 50% glycerol or, for heavily-sclerotised specimens, in 30% aqueous
